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Fe111ale NFLAgentTackles Male-Dominated Field
become a sports agent and founded the Sports
by Natalie Lesh, Features Editor
TbeSports and Entertainment LawSoci and Entertainment Law Society at American
ety was honored to bring Ellen M. Zavian, University Law School upon transferring there
Esquire to O'Brian Hall last Thursday. Ms. inher secondyear. WhileatAmerican,Zavian
Zavian, one of only two female NFL agents, worked fortheNationalFootballLeaguePlay
addressed her audience for nearly two hours, ersAssociation,absorbingeverything she could
sharinganecdotesfrom "the field" and offer about the sport of football and the art and
ing advice to the group ofsports-agent hopefuls. science ofnegotiation. After graduation, she
Ms. Zavian began by giving an autobio worked for two small general practice finns
graphical accountofhow she has succeeded in before becoming Associate Director of an
breaking into the male-dominated world of Athletic Marketing Agency in New Jersey,
professional sports. Zavian was determined to where she again tried to learn as much as she

U B Lav, Students
Address United Nations

Two UB Law students presenteda paper paper is entitled ''The Evolving Concept of
on Humanitarian Assistanc� to a discussion Humanitarian Assistance: Its Definition in
group that included Unite<l?-{ationsrepresen International Law and Its Application in the
tatives from Brazil, Canada, Egypt, India, In UnitedNations.'' Both thirdyears, Chiappinelli
donesia,Norway, Sudanandthe UnitedStates. andGarcia are alsoFordFoundationFellows
Also present were officers from Amnesty In in International Law.
ternational,the Lawyer's Committee forlnter
The presentation was thebQlinchild of
m�nal Human��� Human ��tsW�� Prof. Leary, and represents the culmination of
and the International Committee of the Red an idea first hatched last year while in Geneva,
Cross,aswellaslawprofessorsftomColwnbia Swiu.erland. A commentata conferenceshe
University and NYU. The discussion, spon was attending ledto a discussion with the head
soredby theUnitedNationsAssociation (UNA), ofthe United Nations High Commissioner for
Centerofthislawschool,washeldinNewYork
city at the office oftheUNA onMonday,April
13.
The students, John Chiappinelli and
Francesca Garcia, have been working with
Prof. Virginia Leary in an attempt to answer
the question that the Gulf War and its after
mathaskedtheworldcommunity:canhumani
tarian assistance be provided to a suffering
population without the consent, and over the
objections, of their own government? Their

need to define the concept in the international
legal community. Prof. Leary in tum con
vinced the Ford Foundation of the need for
further study, and was able to get a &_rant for the
Human filghts Center to pursue it. The paper
and last week's discussion are the fruits of
those efforts.
Onereasonfortheimpressivetumout at
the discussion was the immediacy ofthe topic.
The United Nations, amidst a heated and
... United Nations, continued on page 3

could about football and representation.. Fi Booty's problem, he asked her to be his agent.
nally, in the latesummer ofl 990,herclientand Now, Zavian is the agent for ten other NFL
best friend from college, Buffalo Bill Frank players.
Reicn,convinced her to open her own practice.
Zavian creditsher success to hard work,
The rest,astheysay, is history. Or, inthis case, diligence-, and to the unique style she brings to
herstory.
the profession as a woman. No stranger to
Reich,however, was not her first client. sports, Zavian herselfis an avid triathlete and
Instead, through Reich and college buddy natural bodybuilder, competing in events when
Boomer Esiason,Zavian met JohnBooty,then ever she can. Sheclaims thatasawoman inthis
playing for theNew York Jets. Booty's agent type ofprofession, she has to be overqualified
was stealing money from him and he asked and work twice as hard, but that she did not
Zavian for help. After successfully solving
....Sports Agent, continued on pa ge 3

Blum Suit Moves Forward
Discovery for the Blwny. Sc�el, etal, ha.5 moved forward, dispelling rwnors that
the case had been dismissed earlier in the year. Professor Blum began taking his deposi�ns
, on ThursdayApril 16th by deposing Professor Betty Mensch and on Friday April 17th Dean
David B. Filvaroff. Both Mensch and Filvaroffwere accompanied by members of the
attorney general's office. Both depositions were videotaped but remain under a strict
protective order given by U.S. Magistrate Leslie Foscbio, allowing only die parties and
their attorneys• access.
Blum cited Assistant Attorney General Douglas Cream's refusal to settle the case
as one ofthe factors propelling the case forward. ''Part ofme is really ex.cited to be doing
this case. It'smore ofachanceto beSherlock Holmes or Perry Mason lbananything I've
everhadas a lawyer. Butl also hopethisdoesn'thaveto be openlyliligatedincourt. The
school comes across as a very unprofessional place,'· said Brum..
Staang that origins ofhis problem date back to whenSteven Sample was president
ofthe university,Blumquoted Filvaroffas statingthatStevenSample ''didn't want any
noise in the [university] system." To this end, Blum's vocal approachtothe DrugWarmay
have had a negative impact upon his relationship with university a.ui
· u· w· m.imn.
Assistant Attorney General Peter Sullivan explained that the attorney general"s
office did not see "litigation as a public relations vehicle. We"ll continue to pursue this
litigation in our normal manner.11 University policy prevents Dean Filvaroff and other
university faculty from openly commenting upon the lawsuit while it is still pending.
According to Professor Blum, trial has been set forMay 18,199 3,during graduation
week ofnext year's class. Professor Blum said that "having a trial at the same time as
graduation might boostparental attendance. It'skind oflike you goto seetheRoseBowl
and get to see Disneyland, too.''

Pro-Choice Forces Overwhelm Operation Rescue
byAndrea Sammarco,
Fonner ManagingEditor
Bread trucks and newspaper carriers
weren'tthe onlypeople working at5 amMon
daymorning,andwereprobablyshockedtosee
the large crowds of people gathering at local
abortion clinics in order to work to keep the
clinicsopen. TheBuffaloGYNWomenservices
Clinic at 1241 Main Street saw the arrival of
approximately fifty pro-choice supporters, at
least an hour earlier than police, media, and
pro-life contingents. The total count reached
well over 250 supporters at the start of the
working day. RepresentativesofBuffalo United
for Choice were beginning the fourth day of
rallies and clinic defense demonstrations at
locations scattered throughout Buffalo, in re
sponsetoOperationRescue 'sthreatenedblock
ade of area clinics in the "Spring of Life"
Campaign. Representatives of the Guardian
Angels group were also present at the scene for
no apparent reason.
The Pro-Choice contingent had various
team leaders, as well as representatives from
the Fund for the Feminist Majority, who at
tempted to organize supporters in defensive
postures, and demonstrate non-violent tactics
should anti-abortionists attempt to storm the
clinic defense lines. Police requested thatpro
choice demonstrators stay outside the fifteen
perimeter established around the clinic, which

was originally designated as forbidden to
Project Rescue supporters in the injunction
issued by Federal DistrictCourtJudge Arcara.
Uiepro-choiceranks swelled withrepresenta
tives from such diverse locations as Los Ange
les, Detroit and Ithaca, and included members
of the National Women's filghts Organizing
Coalition,the Pro-ChoiceNetwork and many
unaffiliated individuals.

"We want to defend the
rule of law by keeping the
clinics open to patients."
-Liz Holtzman
Defense tactics were developed around
knowledge of the tactics used by Operation
Rescue in Wichita events last summer. Such
tactics included ''the Scooch Tactic'· (sitting
down and pressing against pro-choice lines in
an effort to breakthrough), "the Boy's Chorus
Line" (a group of large men lining up one
behind another and rushing at the clinic de
fense line) and the rolling tactic (individuals
bouncingoffofdefenselines.)
New Yorksenatorialcandidateand New
York City Comptroller Elizabeth Holtzman
occupied a position in the front ranks of the
clinic defense for approximately two hours, but
declined to affirmatively draw attention to
herselfduring the defense. She did respond to

·questions from a WBFO reporter when ap
proached, stating "we want to defend the rule
oflaw by keeping the clinics open to patients.11
Organizers ofthe events scheduled for
Monday and the coming month were and are
especially concerned that clinic defense will
be frustrated by issuance from local police of
a dispersal order to demonstrators, thereby
allowing anti-abortionists to blockade.
A notablerepresentative ofthepro-lif.e
contingent arrived at IO am in the form of
Reverend Keith Tucci, Executive Director of
Operation Rescue-National. Fifteen minutes
of his visit were spent in harassing the outer
lines oftheclinic defense, while surrounded by
swarms of media representatives. Clinic de
fenders responded by chanting, ''Violence,
violence, we say no! Keep it out o £Buffalo."
Police then insisted that Tucci move to the
opposite side ofMain Street to avoid further
confrontation.

While none of the protesters were ar
rested in Monday• s rally, police took �chard
Kaiser, ofLinwoodAvenue, into custody for
''creating a scene'' and resisting arrest. Kaiser
attempted to break through the lines ofpro
choice advocates defending the Main Street
clinic on the pretense thathe was ''not inter
ested in abortion" but was merely trying to go
to the post office.
Another incident occurred at the
Linwood Avenue clinic, when someone drove
a car into barricades arran&ed aroundthe clinic
of Dr. Taefi. No one was hurt, and the indi
vidual responsible was not identified at press
time.
Buffalo Police have attempted to re. spond to citizen concerns over police response
to the" Spring ofLife" by holding press con
ferences at 11 am and 4 pm everyday that
demonstrations occur in front of clinics in
Buffalo.
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Occupier's Law:Palestinian's Living Under Israeli Military Rule

bylama/Anui
There exists a'·conspiracy ofsilence"
about life underoccupation for Palestinians in
theWestBankandGaza,accordingtoDr.Nancy
Murray, director of education at the Civil
Liberties Union ofMassachusetts and author
·
ofPalestinians:Lifc Un der O ccupatton.
Murray's address, titled Occupier's
Law:Palestiniansliving under Israeli Military
Rule took place last Tuesday in the Faculty
Lounge and was sponsored by the National
Lawyer's Guild and the Graduate Group on
HumanRightsLaw andPolicy.
Murray discussed the legal structure of
the Israeli Occupation which she described as
a fonn of "totalitarian rule". Murray remarked that'· Israel has set up an occupation
machinery which is probably unique in the
world in its methodical attention to detail,and
the cumulative�eight ofits bureaucratic regulations and maze of military orders, all of
which have a common end:to ensure that Palestinians will never control their own fate, or
their own land, and that conditions will be so
difficult for them that they will wantto leave.' '
Murray spoke oftwo measures recently
taken by the Israeli military authorities. On
March 13,the U.S. State Department issued a
travel advisory warning U.S. citizens that they
could be detained by Israeli authorities without access tofamily,lawyers or consular officials when travelling in the occupied territories,and that youths aged I 4 and older could be
detained and tried as adults.
The second measure took place ten days
later when the Israeli Knesset passed a law
superseding other regulations on firing in selfdefense. According to Murray, the new law
allows Israeli soldiers and settlers to chase and
shoot atPalestinian stone-throwerseven when
they are running away. The new law exempts
soldiers and settlers from any criminal or
negligent responsibility because by firing on
fleeing Palestinians,settlers or soldiers would
be' 'ensuring that they will notreturn" which
can be considered an act of self-defense.
Pa es· · saregoverneilbysome '3
military decrees in the WestBank and 950 in
the Gaza Strip, "which control every aspect of
life-- what they can read, whether they can
plant a tomato, or whitewash and repair their
house,'' Murray said. ''These orders literally
prevent all freedomswhichAmericans take for
granted,including freedom ofexpression and
assembly,dueprocess rights and allforms of
political participation. [ *] It is no exaggeration
to say that Palestinians underoccupation have
1o civil liberties, and no civil rights.''[*]

Murray went on to detail the vast array
of military orders which Palestinians in the
WestBankandGazaliveunder. "It is a crime
to raise one's fingers in a V sign or to use the
colorsofthePalestinian flag (red,black. white,
· · " , Murray sat"d. She then
green) in a pamtmg
toldofan incidentwhereisraelisoldierscutoff
a tattooed Palestinian flag from the skin pf a
young man in theGazaStrip. Womenhanging
out clothes to dry so that the red, black, green
and white were near each other have been
charged with "incitement ", according to
Murray.
More than 1800 books or articles have
been banned and censorship also applies to
expressions transmitted by word of mouth.
Freedom of movement is severely restricted,
and if you are a Palestinian over the age of 16
you can end up for a year in prison ifyou leave
your house without an identity card. A
Palestinian 's right to see a lawyer after arrest
can be denied for upto90 days ifajudge agfees
on "security grounds". More than 14000Palestinianshave been detained without charge or
trial forrenewable terms o fup to one yearunder
a practice known as "administrative detention",provided for by military order 1281
According to Murray, over the last 6our
and one-halfyears, one in five male Palestinians between the ages of 15-55 have been
arrested and over I 000 women have been imprisoned on" security" offenses. During the
first two years of the Palestinian uprising, or
intifada,an estimated I 0000children under the
age of 18 have been detained for prolonged
periods of time, the youngest 5 years oId.
Children under 12 have been given 4 years in
prison for throwing stones,and ifyou are over
12, you can get 20 years in prison for this
offense. In the first two years otthe uprismg,
nearly 30000 children required medical treatment for beatings inflicted by Israeli soldiers,
according to Save the Children. A third ofthe
beaten childrenwereunderthe ageofl0. This
policy ofbeatings, according to Murray, was
officially sanction y en knseMim""''
Yitzhak Rabin who advocated a policy of
"force,mightand beatings" inresponse to the
non-violentPalestinian Uprising.
Murray thenspokeaboutcofiectivepunishmentwhich is''expressly forbidden by the
Hague Regulations o fl 9 07 and the Fourth
,,
GenevaConventionwhichlsraelhasaccepted
Since December 1981, over 10,000
people have been left homeless by house demolitions. In January 1989,the Israeli High Co
ruled that it was permissible to demolish the

... SportsAgent

continuedfrompage 1

think about these obstacles before embarking Moreover, Zavian offers them a refreshing
on her quest. "When walls come up in front of alternative- someone who is tough enough to
you,'' she says,''knock them down brick by get thejob done,yet caring enough to provide
little "extras " to her players, like sending
brick."
birthday
cards and being available whenever
As a female agent, Zavian has had to
sheisneeded.
She alsorefuses to signanyone
develop a different type ofstrategy in recruit
who
doesn't
go
back to school, and is very
ing clients. She does not pretend to know
concernedaboutwhat
herplayerswilldo onee
everything,and instead claims that, "It is best
their
sports
careers
are
over. Zavian believes
tokeep within your own expertise and surround
that
it
is
better
to
live
like
a prince foreverthan
yourselfwith _people who know other things.''
like
a
king
for
three
years,
and has her clients
Zavian practices what she preaches,. and
make
this
decision
at
the
outset.
heavily relies upon college coaches, athletic
Zavian warned the audience that it is not
directors,scouts,and general managerstoalert
a
good
idea to go into this profession because
her to potential talent. In this respect, she has
youareasportsfanandwanttolivevicarious
ly
accumulated a long list of allies who would
like to see her reach her goals. However, she through the lives of your clients. A1so, she
is quick to point out that for every advantage believes that only "people persons" will sucshe has as a woman, there are over twenty ceed, since negotiation is everything. Finally,
she reminded the group that being a sports
disadvantages.
agent
is not always glamorous, that it's a job
In recruiting clients, Zavian focuses on
that
youdon'tleaveat5:00everyevening,and
the significant others in theplayer's life. Most
e
to
it
requires
a
lot
of
sacrifice.
··You
hav
importantly, she concentrates on reassuring
decide
what
you
want
to
sacrifice,''
she
sa
ys.
the player's wife or girlfriend that herrelation
ships with clients are strictly business. Zavian 'Tm sacrificing my lite now, and I wouldn't
does, in fact, make it a hard and fast rule to not change it for the world.''
The Sports and Entertainment Law Soget involved with anyone in the profession, in
ciety
wishes
to express its deepest thanks to
order to avoid the awkward situations which
would likely arise. Zavian believes that edu Ellen for taking time outofher busy schedule
cated players will choose her, because they are to meet with us, and to extend an open invitales.s likely to feel threatened by a woman agent. tion to her to return.

houseofa stone-thrower. In July 1989,it ruled
that houses rented by suspects could be destroyed within48hours ofnotice being served
to the proper owner.
"Houses are blown up if one of the
·
d.J1llly members 1s
f:'"-"
· suspected of a secunty
offense - the action is taken even before the
member is arrested and brought to trial,'' said
Murray. Extendedcurfewsandschool closures
are other examples of collective punishment
strictly forbidden by international law according toMurray.

.

.

Murray concluded her talk by urging
those in attendance to push for implementation
ofSection 116 oftheamendedForeign Assis
tance Act of 1961 which states that economic
assistance should be denied to any government
"which engage�., inaconsistentpattemofgross
violations of internationally recognized hu
man rights.'' ''We give Israel economic and
security assistance at a rate of $12 million
dollars per day--well over $5billion last year.
Your tax dollars and mine are subsidizing this
brutal occupation."

New Dean LikelyTo
Come FromWithin

Provost Kenneth Levy is hoping to find a new dean fast by looking first
among the law school's tenured faculty members. Instead of forming a search
committee, he has accepted a proposal from the law school faculty which calls
forpolling them for recommendations whichwill then be taken to the concerned
constituencies, namely, students(through theirrepresentatives), staffmembers,
alumni and members of the local bar.
However, alumni, members of the local bar and students who were
consulted aboutthis novel procedure indicated that they would have preferred
a nationwide search for the new dean, or, in the alternative, a more geographically limited search, e.g., limited to New York State. Students vehemently
opposed a strictly internal search. The faculty has conceded, nonetheless, that
should no viable internal candidate surface, then the search would be broadened.
The provostexplained thatthe search was not being limited because ofthe
budget crunch, but rather because of the University's experiences in the last
search for a law school dean, which took a number of years, as well as its
experiences with the current search for a Dean for the business school, which
has also taken an extremely long time. According to him, appointing an interim
Dean doesnot solve the problem, because interim Deans, by definition, do not
gamer the same respect and support from the faculty which any dean needs in
order to carry the law school's mission fotward.
Levy's has not been definite in stating exactly how he will seek student
input, except to say that the process will be open. Nevertheless, he remains
willing to listen to student views on the subject.
Student views on the subject should be directed to either Provost Levy's
office or to the SBA President William F. Trezevant (Box 262).
--- I=

Toxic Dumping on Native Lands

by Nancy Johnson andGeoffrey Tager
"Dumping on Native Lands: A Toxic Issue," a conference held onApril 10th
and 11th organized by the Native AmericanPeoplesAlliance and co-sponsored by the
NLG,BLSA,and the GGHRfocused onAmerica'sfastest growing problem ofwhat
to do with its mountainous wastes. According to the conference panelists,the solution
is to dump it on native owned lands. Native Americans are the most economically
disadvantaged group yet own most land per capita in America. This makes Native
Americans especially vulnerable to government agencies as well as private companies
thatcanaffordto offerenormoussums ofmoneyto locate land to dump waste material.
ChiefBemieParker o fT onawanda, a panelist at the conference, has received material
from the "nuclear negotiator," who is empowefed by the U.S. to offer Native people
$ I 00,000 to simply talk about using their reservations as potential dump sites. Chief
Parker added that he routinely gets two or three requests a week for the development
ofwaste sites atTonawanda. Other panelists such as ChiefLeo Henry of the Tuscarora
Nation, Norman Jacobs of Six Nation Reserve in Canada and David Arquette from
Akwesasneallattestedtocurrent problems involvingdumpingonandaroundreservationlands.
Jim Ransom ofAkwesasne explainedthe lure of monetary gain for some native
peoples. At Akwesasne, life and culture was sustained through cooperation with the
environment and through hunting and planting. With the influx of progress in the form
ofindustrialplantsandthebuildingofthe StLawrenceSeaway, theriverand theground
was so heavily polluted by industrial wastes that Natives could no longer fish, hunt and
plant to sustain themselves. Because their traditional way oflife was destroyed, Mr.
RansomexplainedthatsomeoftheMohawkpeopleareadaptingintoa societythat puts
money ahead of the Earth. In order to survive, they are willing to listen to outside
influences. However the traditional Mohawks are looking into waysofadapting to the
pollutedsystemwhileretainingtheirwayoflife. TheMohawksareexperimentingwith
farming fish by suspending them in cages to limit their exposure to the contaminated
riverbed. The fish are alsofed uncontaminated food. Additionally, the Mohawks have
adeerherdingprogramwhichallowsfortheuseoflesslandandmorecarefulregulalion
of an uncontaminated diet.
Legal issues affecting the push to place wastes on Native American lands were
effectively detailed by UB law professors Barry Boyer and Nils Olsen. A )though the
US is apparently willing to recognize the unique status ofresetvations for the purpose
of waste disposal, it is not as willing to acknowledge Native American sovereignty.
The lack ofEPAregulations covering dumping on Native land reflects this shortcoming. In addition to this problem, other questions arise from conflicting federal law and
treaties signed with Native American nations. One ofthe more important points made
during this panel was the need for Native nations to pass their own waste disposal
regulations in order to set precedent for US courts to recognize in the future.
To get more information about the conference or become involved with these
issues, please contact the Native American Peoples Alliance at UB on the l 0th floor
of Clemens Hall.
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EDITORIAL
Who's Responsible for Law School Image?
If it were possible for a law school student population to suffer from an
inferiority complex,ours would probably qualify as being so afflicted. During the
last SBA budget hearings, law students got up one after another to explain how the
activities carried out by their student group (with the little money the SBA gave
them) somehow improved the image ofthe law school. They all seemed tobe saying
that the law school's image needed improvement and that the responsibility of
improving it somehow fell on their shoulders.
But is thatreally so? Most law students choose to come to Buffalo after having
performed some rudimentary cost/benefit analysis through which they determine
that UB Law is their best choice. Why should the results ofthat calculus somehow
change once they are here, and,ifit does change, what could possibly change it? In
other words, ifUB Law had an adequate ''image'' before they came to the school,
why should it not continue having such an image after these students arrive here?
Just looking at what happened to the Class of '94 could give us an answer.
They expected a full-fledged legal education upon their arrival, but had to contend
instead with the lack ofan organized legal research and writing (R & W) program.
The creditless, last minute R& W program which was finallyputtogether for them
was probably not what they expected as quality legal education. It not only took
them by surprise, but probably had not entered into their previous calculus
concerning choosing UB Law over some other law school. Nevertheless, some
e er o e ass o •
oo ma er · o eir own an s, an began
participating in extracurricular activities which would give them an early exposure
to legal research and writing, such as the Prison Task Force, and the various legal
publications in the school, like In the Public Interest, Circles and the Buffalo
Environmental Law Journal.
Earlier this year, the law school administration defended its first semester R
& W program actions by pointing out that the ABA law school accreditation
requirements do not call for formal legal R & W classes, but simply for a
' 'substantive'' writing experience (whatever that means) at some point in the law
students' career. But that type of response does not suffice. Students based their
decisions to come to UB Law on what they learned about the school before they
arrived here. They were convinced this was their best choice,not simply an adequate
choice. For the law school administration to subsequently tell them that the R &
W program they are getting simply has to be adequate is to shirk the responsibility
of providing the best possible legal education, a promise which the law school
implicitly makes to all arriving students.
Other matters which probably did not enter into the calculus ofmost students
choosing to attend UB Law,but which they are forced to factor in once they get here,
are (and this is by no means meant to be an exhaustive list): the enigmatic grading
system, the faculty statement, the shrinking faculty size and diminished course
selection, the never ending lawsuits against the admifiistration for one thing or
other, the faculty members who demand to see students' resumes before admitting
them into their class, bickering among the faculty, and the state budget crunch.
But we are here to get a legal education, to learn to enforce and protect the
legal rights of the public as well as of private citizens. Extracurricular activities
should augment what we learn in the classroom, not become a substitute for what
we are failing to learn there. While many law students do participate in extracur
ricular activities for their own sake, many recognize a short-coming in their legal
education and are making up for it through their participation. Prison Task Force
should be an end in itself, not the only way a first year law student can learn legal
research and writing.
Copyright 1992. The Qpjnjon.SBA. Any reproduction ofmaterials herein is strictly
prohibitedwithout theexpressconsentoftheEditors. The Oj,inionis published every two weeks
during the Fall andSpring semesters. It is the student newspaper oftheState University ofNew
YorkatBuffaloSchoolofLaw. Theviewsexpressedinthispaperare not necessarilythoseof
the Editors orStaffofJ]leQpinjon. TheQpinionisanon-profit organii.ation,third class postage
entered at Buffalo,NY. Editorial policy oflbeOpinionisdetermined by the Editors. Toe C!>inion
is funded by theSBA fromStudent Law Fees.
The Qpinjon welcomes letters to the editor but reserves the right to edit for length and
libelous content. Letters longer than three typed double spaced pages will be edited for length.
Please do not put anything you wish printed under our office door. Submissions can be sent
viaCampusorUnitedStatesMail toTheQpinion.SUNYABAmherstCampus,724JohnLord
O'BrianHall,Buffalo,NewYork 14260 (716)636-2147 orplaced in lawschoolmailboxes
223 or 611. Deadlines for the semester are the Friday beforepublication.
The Ideas expressed In the "Letten to the Editor" and on the commentary page
are not necessarily endorsed by the Editorial BoardofThe<>.,inion.
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Lenient Treatment No Lesson for Future Lawyers
To the Editor:
This is in response toDeanFilvaroffs ''Open Memo to Students" in the April
7, 1992 edition offheOpinion.
A student has admitted "knowingly falsifying" their transcript and resume to
show '· H'' grades when they dido't have them. The Facuity Student Relations Roard
(FSRB) has recommended that the student be forbidden to use the CareerDevelopment
Office and be required to perform community service. Additionally, the FSRB memo
will go into the student's file and a copy will be forwarded to the Character and Fitness
Committee.
l'dliketobeginby gettingawayfromthesmokescreencreatedbythe''knowingly
falsified' ' language, and call this act by its proper name, fraud. Fraud isthe intentional
deception of another for gain,in this case, to get a summer job. The FSRB decided not
to expel the student because ofthe '' financial pressures which tempted the student to
take the action.''
We areall under financial pressures. Wewill be for the rest ofour lives. But we
don'tall alter ourtranscripts and lie on our resumes. Since SUNY Buffalo doesn't offer
an ethics course, many may not understand the ramifications ofthis student's action.
Let met put it in its most pedestrian form: how would you feel ifsomeone willing to
forgeatranscriptinordertogetasummerjob wasnamedtrusteeofyourmother'sestate?
Is the step to forging other documents remote enough for you to feel comfortable?
Lawyers administer oaths,certify documents as true and correct,and take on fiduciary
duties. Thewelfareofother peopledependsuponwhetherornottheattomeyiswilling
to lie without a second thought.
We all know that there are people who are willing to twist the truth if they can
get away with it. But the fact that fraud occurs is no reason for countenancing or
condoning the act when you encounter it. It is imperitive that lawyers not give in to
temptation.
I think the student in question should be expelled.
Sincerely,
BarbaraA. Bradshaw

I stYear Director Got itWrongThen and Now
To the Editor:
I feelit necessary to correct a statement made by Kevin Collins in his capacity
as First YearClassDirector in the April 7 issue of The Opinion. Ashe described why
he was opposed to an administrative assistant, he referred to an earlier conflict within
theSBA.
Article V of the revised SBA Constitution forbids the SBA from providing
compensation for its officers. The conflict involved whether or not that provision
sbould beincludedintheConstitution. lnthecourseotbiscommentary,Collinsstates;
''Somememberswantedtoreceivecompensationfortheworkandhourstheyputin.''
Forthe record,itshouldbeknownthatthatiscategoricallyuntrueandincorrect.
The debate regarding the inclusion ofArticle V did indeed take place. However,none
ofthecurrentSBABoardmembers were pursuing compensation forthemselves. Those
ofuswhofoughttokeepitoutweredoingsotokeeptheoptionopentofutureSBABoards.
I can't speak forthe other Board members,butlbelieve Iunderstood their intent.
Personally, I find it irresponsible to drag that debate into the administrative assistant
issue, butthat'sanotherargument. I justwantitknown that the '91-'92 SBA Board were
in no way acting to use student government as a vehicle for personal enrichment.
Regarding the issue oftheadministrativeassistant(AA),l havethis advice. In
myopinion,itisatleastasnecessaryasSASU,ifnotmoreso. ''Student government''
as an entity can be more than students, and need not be limited to volunteers elected
bytheir peers. Any institution,regardlessofcomposition, requires order,structure,and
hopefully,continuity. An organization like SBAisespecially subject to rapid turnover,
though its responsibilities extend beyond student scheduling.
The SBA shouldn't be subject to the up-and-down nature that student groups
suffer from. Every studentwho entrusts their mandatory activity fee tothe SBA should
expect it to be used efficiently for their benefit. If$3500 can insure that efficiency,
it's better spent there than giving a few dollars more to a student group that is destined
to repeat its mistakes.
I find fault with Kevin's view that the Directors can do the AA's work. My
experience has taught me that the office is too complex to allow 18 independent and
politically-mindedindividualstotakecareofthepaperwork. Youcan'tgetallofthem
...Director, continued on page 6
SCC Committees Do Not Speak for SCC
To the Editor:
I am writing to respond to a factual error which appeared in Saultan Baptiste's
SBA election results story (Opinion, April 7, 1992). Baptiste writes that the
organization Students for Constitutional Concerns (SCC) wrote a letter to the editor
and leafleted student mailboxes against the Student Association ofState Universi
ties. These writings were nottheproductofthe SCC,despite the fact thatthe" author''
,
was an sec' 'committee.'
In an effort to be broad-minded (but not necessarily the dreaded' 'liberal''), the
drafters ofthe SCC constitution included a provision that the group would provide a
forum for virtually anyone's views. Ifthese views were put into writing,the author
must specifically provide the disclaimer that ''the opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect those of the SCC membership." The leaflet and, I believe, the
Opinion letter both included this disclaimer.
· Admittedly, the SCC policy could lead to some confusion when attributing
authorship for writings from such committees, as was evidently the case for Mr.
Baptiste's article. It is unfortunate that what was originally intended to be a positive
effortatfreeandopendiscussionwasabusedbysomeofthemembersofSCCforpetty,
political purposes.
OrenZeve
SCC Committee for Foundational Understanding of Constitutional Knowledge,
Exegesis, Research & Science
The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those ofthe sec membership.

One Woman's OPINION
By Natalit> Lt>sh

Featurt>s Editor

McPHERSON!
Ex-Features Editor

by Darryl !\le Pherson

And now the end is near
school, and I believe it. The natural tension
And so Iface thefinal curtai11.
here easily creates bonds between people.
Myfriend, I'll say it clear.
S ome ofthe people I've met here in law school
I'll state my case ofwhich I'm certai11.
certainly have earned a place in my memory.
I've lived a life that's full,
There arethoselcouldjustaseasily forget,and
I've travelled each a11d ev'ry highway
there are those whose kindness and nobility of
And more, much more than this.
spirit leave an indelible mark.
I did it my way.
There are people like JimMaisano,who
Well, sorta. So this is it, my fin al was myfirst real friend at UB. Ifin d Jim to be
co lumn. The last thing I writefor The Opinion.
a man ofpassionate convictions. It may be easy
And fitting I believe, to do it under the to labelhim,butundemeaththatravingconserMcPHERSON! banner. lalways thought the vative rhetoric isafair-mindedindividualwho
McPHERSON! columns were better than the really cares about people. I fhe ever reaches a
ONEMAN'S OPINION columns. They were highelectedoffice,there betterbe a spotfor me
better able to reach inside andtouch a personal in bis administration.
c hord within myself and the reader, 1 believe.
Y ou couldn't ask for a more capable
Thisbeing mylastchanceto addressthe partner than the lovely and talented Andrea
law school community,I'dliketo firstthankall Sammarco. Andrea is intelligent,funny,and
ofthose who chosetoshare this wild ride with just plain wonderful to work with. If I were
me. Anyoneloyalenoughtobea regularreader
putting togetherateam ofprofessionalsforany
deserves more than my sincere appreciation, reason , I'd want herto be a part ofit because I
butthat's alll've gottogive. lnparticular, I'd knowlcould countonher.
like to single out someone who has come to
I couldn't forget the outspoken Marc
symbolize,atleasttome,whatl'vebeentrying Hirschfield,myreputedpartner incrime. Why
toaccomplish.
Marc andlaresuch goodfriends is an absolute
Sandy Snyderisa woman I know,but not mysteryto me. A more unlikelypairing,I could
nearly as well as I should. She's proof thatl . hardly imagine. He's stubborn, too intelligent
mus1bedoingsomething-right. lalwayshoped forhisow ngood,andsomewhatarrogant. But
my readerswould feel sometbing afterreading ifl ever needed a lawyer, I'd call him first.
w hat I w rote. To my surprise, 1 got such a
Atrulyimportantperson isNicoleMoss,
reaction. Usually, thekindest commentscame my closefriendand confidante. Noone hashad
from Sandy· From out ofn owhere,she would as much an impact on my life as she has. I feel
compliment my work. 1 didn't solicit her
we have a unique emotional and intellectual
opinion,andshe hasnothingto gain bymassag- bond thatlhope never fades away. Her friending my ego· But still, she's been movedtosay ship is my most treasured possession. She is
something about what I write, and what she easily the most fascinating woman I've ever
sayshasbeen verypositive,evenwhenlthought encountered.
it didn't deserve such praise. To know I can
There are many others who merit spea
-ffi!ectso,nec)ner-lilc:e.tJllat.to11acbes.inegce:aily,...-,::iataclmoiwl1edJJm,c�H�trm'88Sib��st- ......,="""-�;::,:;;:��
Thank you Sandy. Your continued sup- everybody, but I want to highlight a few. It
port means more to me than I could possibly takes a certain personality to earn the designa
say. l wishyousuccessandhappinessbeyond ti on : cool guy. These are the fellows who've
measure.
demonstrated character that goes beyond just
Undoubtedly, the most lasting impact beinganice guy: Dave Niles, Sabby Santarpia,
law school will have on me will be the people and Brian Carso. I wish I could've included
I've met. Recently, someone t old me that she everybody, but there's only so much space.
made the closest friends o fher life here in law
For the women,it's a lot harder. I flran
a list of the women that have touched my life,
this w ould be a bloc k of names. Such a long
Correction
listing would depersonalize and diminish their
HenryNowak's namewas inadvertantlyleftoffthe byline ofFrankHoush'sarticle lastweek entitled, "UBJessupTeaminD.C.. "
value and individuality, and I'd hate to do that.
Soinstead,I callupon allofthosewho'veever
gotten aflowerfr om metorecall thatrecogni
ndly.
tion,andreali:zethatlrememberyouaQfo
13/LG lENNED'(
I'll limit this spaceto those who've left a very
special impression w ith me like Melissa
Mazurowski, Kim Smith, Sandy Williams,
Sandy Birnbaum, Taunya Hannibal, Kim
Danzi, Kellie Muffaletto, and the incompa
rable Becky Powell.
There arethe various people in th e SBA
and the Opinion, both past and present, who
have served w ith distinction and should be
recognized. Brian Madrazo, John Wiencek,
Maria Germani, Vito, Michael. Hank, Daryl,
Katie, Hans, Eileen, Kristin, Bridget, and ev
erybody else, but especially Erik Marks and
Sarah Swartzmeyer have all earned my re
spect.
All that's really left is a tip ofthe hat to
thosenon-law studentswhohavemadeaditTer
ence. There's Mom and Dad, of course, my
brotherDarwin,and two ladies who are regular
readers, Dawn Glunz and Laura Morris.
They'vebeensupportersofmineforquitesome
time,and deserve at least one men tion in print.
There'snotmuchmoretosay. I've been
a rebel from the start,and I've tried to leave my
mark within the school. Hope fully, I'll go on
to make a bold new impression omewhere
else. I pass the reins to my friend and successor
·Natalie Lesh, w ho I believe will take her
column and this paper to soaring heights.
Onward

(Notetothe reader: Ihave chosen to
use· 'they'' as the singular gender-neutral
pronoun,instead ofthe sexist "he" orthe
awkward and clumsy ''he/she,'' ''him/
her," "his/her" combinations. I fully
appreciate that the result of such usage is
that much of what follows is grammati
cally incorrect. On balance, however,this
result is most desirable to me. My apolo
gies.)
Operations Rescue, First Amen d
ment, and John the Baptist are scheduled
to storm ]3uffalo abortion clinics this week
aspartofthe ''Spring ofLife" demonstra
tion. The battle lines have been clearly
drawn between adamant pro-life and pro
choice forces, and skirmishes this week
end have set the to mefor what will likely
be an ugly encounter between groups with
no tolerance for each other. As in all such
situations,therecannotbe awinner. There
can only be losers.
The abortion dispute in ourcountry
has evolved so that one ''side" feels that
it must denounce and demean the other
side · s position in its effort to be' 'victori
ous.'' That is, the pro-choice forces must
loudlyproclaimthatthepro-life argument
is ignorant and irrational, while the pro
life forces mustcounterthat the pro-choice
position is hateful and immoral. It is an
exercise inmutualhumiliation from which
no one can exit vic toriously.
The problem is that the degradation
necessary for these encounters suffices
only to further aliena te members of the
other side. Even if one side · s supporters
are able to overcome, t?ic.u: coupte,mart.'l.
duringaparticulardem.onstration. athas
done nothing but create more animosity
between the two groups. Opinions about
abortion are inherently personal and are
firmly entrenched in an individual'smind.
Therefore, an attack upon these beliefs is
also a personal attack upon the individual
holding them. That person inevitablyw ill

look unfavorably upon someone who hasso
harshly assailed their belief system.
Ironically, the side which believes
that it has won is probably the bigger loser.
Not only have they destroyed the other
side · s position, but they have also demon strated their complete lackofrespectfor it.
This is not the way to persuade s omeone
that your side has merit. It is a simple fact
that when you critic ize someone and tell
them that they are wrong,that person will
not like you, regardless of whether your
argument is correct. Your disrespect for
that person translates into that person's
disrespect for both youan dthe position you
hold. Any further attempttoconvince them
that you are correct is futile. Therefore,
even ifyourposition is correct andyoufeel
you have w on in that sense, you have lost
miserably because you have lost that
person's good faith.
Many will disagree w ith this sentiment. Many will feel that the object of an
abortion demon strationisnottotrytoconvince others to their point of view, but
instead to displayto various lawmakersthe
strenglh and depth oftheir feelings. Moreover,manyundoubtedlybelievethat whenever an opportunity to outshine an opponent
arises, especially when the stakes are so
high, it should be entered into with the
utmost intensity. There is no dispute that
these points are indeed valid.
Like many others who feel strongly
about the abortion issue,however,I am tired
ofthe needlesshostility and name-calling.
I am tired of con frontations which lack
d,i� and undt;rs�gand which thrive
. on disrespect and hatreo. am ,:-;,-,,...,...-,people who talk without listening.
I hope at some point, the abortion
debate will be forced to rise above its
present form. Until that time, everyone
should concentrate on simply listening to
both p oints of view, even if only out of
respectfor those expressing them.
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pe rsuasion , I know tha t these people ho Id their

friendship and cama raderi e which ha s d e vel 

on e issu eo fth epap e r . Bu tl' v e be en compen 
sated fo r al l tha t wo rk man y time s o ve r i n th
e
o

ed b e t ween th e member s o fth e sta f f esp e 
,
p
ciall thi s yea r' s sta ff . I certainl y fee l se cu r
y
e
in ili e kn owled g e tha1 ne x t yea r' s pa p er , with

Vit o and Saulta n a t th e helm , wil l b e jus t as
professionala s ithasbee n unde r Joh n' s and m

y
guidance i fn o tmor e so .
,
I'd hat e t o le a v e l aw schoo l with ou
t
J
thankin g thos e pr ofessor s wh o h a v e trie d t
o
lessen th econ stant s ycholo gical trauma s law
p
sc h oo l student s subjec t themselve s t o with

unfa ilin g re gularit y . Alan Free man an d Betty
Mensc hwill g o s o fa r a s to offe r u p thei r ho m

t o first yea r students fo r a bl ow o ut Hallowee
n

com

wit h bea r d an

d

outsid e o fth eclassroo m anexam pl e o fwhic
,
h
i s me morialize d i n th e la w school catalo g fo

prospec tiv e students, has mad ehim on e ofth

most ap oachabl e faculty member s a t th elaw
pr
]
schoo l. Hi s
rep utatio ni s perhaps on y rivaled
b y Profess or Blum'sconstantan d u n w averin

suppo r t for student causesan d h is attentio n to
th e ex tracurricula r activitie s whic h r arel
meri t attentio n from othernine -to-fiv e fa c uh

m emb er . Whil e ther eare man y othe r devoted
s
an d deserv in g individua ls wh o I'v e faile d t

membe r ,o rviceversa

politica l con vi ction s clos e to thei r hearts , as

di fficul t to ge t peopl e to run fo r SBA . I came

Bu

tary . Th e job o f a Directo r i s to represen t the

Afte r firs tyear , i tbecomes inc reasingly

an ythoughtfu l and intelligen tperson would do .
t

coupled with

to law schoo l to becom e a lawyer, no ta secre 

tha t ideologica l passion

shouldb ea n equ all y passionat etolerance, no t

studen tbod y, n o tto push apen cil, and I do ub t

necessaril y fo r an individua l' spolitics, bu t fo r

student s wi ll striv e fo r aposition that demands

hi s o r he r humanity . Thi s t o leranc e sp ring s

such work . No on e e xpect s their electe d offic 

from th eunder standing tha t w e a r e nother e to

er s t o do al l o f th e work.

judg e on ean other . Non e o fu si ssmart en ough
t o occu p y that position, but mor ethan a fe w are
vai n en ough t o presum e t o tr y . In short , I'd

ha v eon eperson

advocat e a health y dos e o fhumilit y an d sav e

th e animosit y , i f y ou'r e s o inclined , fo r th e
courtroom .

e

r

g
y
y

o
mention, thes e are ju st a fe w ofth e one s wh
o
havehelpedt o make m y la w schoolexpe r i enc

e
ju st a littl e b it mor e human .
e
Unfortunately wit h fon d m emories i n 
,
evitabl y com e re ret .
g s

Fir st of al l, I' d lik e t o sa y th at I regr
e t
v e ry deepl y the animositie s wh ic h hav e bui
lt
u pbetween c ertain la w student s, and havebee
n

es ciall disappointed at the fe w epi sodes o
pe
y
f
ph sic al violenc e wh ic h hav e sprun g u p re 
y
cent l y. NO T II I N Gjust ifies vio lence again
s t

For thre e years,

ce ptio

n
I'v elabore dunde r th emisc o

?
Le t' s tak e th e noti o n t o th e extreme . If

a studen

t

s

" volunteer " t o b e electe d t o the

SBA,th e r wor k a s representative s o fth e st u 
i

dent s should encompas s al l aspect s o fstuden

t
representatio n. Ifwecansav e $ 350 0 o nth eAA ,



n that afuture law yer does not indulg ei n

suchfrivolous pu r suit s asreadin g for th e shee r

t
enjo y men t o f i , (i.e . , readin g shoul d b e a
painful but instru ctiv e b out wit h a very la rge ,
du l l-lookin g book ), an dthat mental fre e ass o 

ciation, suc h a s take s plac e whe n readin g o r
writin gpoetry, forexarnpl e, i s likejunk food fo r
themind Unfortunate)y,th iscreativ ethinkin g

deprivatio nhas , I fe a r, robbed m eofa n impor 
l

tant perspe ctiv eo n life , on ewhic h lends.itse f

a s muc h t o achievin g succes s i n th e la w a s i n
painting. Iwould active] y encourage eve r y law

studentand lawyer not t o immer se themselve s
exclusivel y i n tr.1ditionallegal pu rsuit s, an dt o

rem embert o

I f th e Senat e and

Congres s can hav e staf f, ca n' t th e SBA at leas t

b ereturnin g next yea r not t o neglect you r s ou l .

e

tub e socks .
p
,
Cha rle s Carr's eas ygoin g manne rwit h students
l et e

?

di vidual so fboth th e libe ra land conse r vati ve

I' dalso lik et ou rg ethose ofyo u wh owill

pa r y, des it e th e fact th at e ver y yea rso meon
p
t
e
get s th e bright ide a t o dres s u p a s Pr o f. Free 
man

tie s a s i t is . And would the Federalist s trus t

''leam t o pl ay the flut e, butnottoo

wel l . ' '
Mo st peopl e i n our societ y labor unde r

the (possibly) mistake n assumptio n th at la w 
yer sa r e a bunch ofcold-hearted slim y leeches .

Ido n 'tkno wabout oth er la w school s, bu tIca n

honestl y s ay, without rese rv ation, tha t · ' som e
of m y be st friends ar e lawy ers . ' ' Th e futur e
la wy er s wh o hav e helpe d m e i n makin g th e

transitio n from studentt o lawy er will alwa y s
occupy aspeci alplace for m ea s w arm ,carin g
individua ls - finally , as tr ue huma n being s .

w e can sav eeven mor e b y lettin g th eDirectors
lobb y th e stat e legislature .

W e shoul d le t

SASU go , considerin g tha t the y are n' t law

students, an dtha t th e Director s wer e electe d to
loo k afte rth e law schoo l. Wh y brin g i n som e 

on e from th e outside ? Th eDirector s can tak e
u p th at an d othe r universit y relate d activities .

The y can write letters , atten d variou s meet 
ings, an d functio n o n all committeeswhe nth e
voic e o f a law student i s needed .

Now le t' sb e realistic . Ther e· son l y so

muc h anyon e ca n expec t from a law studen t
involve di n student governmen t. L if e has too
a

man yotherdemands, n dthepositio nis n 'tthat

attractiv e o n th e resum e t ojustif y undivide

d
devotion . True, som e students are v er y ded 
i
cate dt omakin gthe SBA worl c, but that does n ' t
appl y t o al

l

l.

Th e SBA itse f i s a seriou s

organizatio n that requ ire s specia l attention ,
e

despite the potential flightinesso fi ts memb r 
ship. TheAA is asimp l e,ifnotcheap , solutio n
a

t o the problems ilia t I gu rante e will plagueth e

SB A i n th e futur e ifth is advic e is n 't heeded .
DARR Y L McPHERSON
r

a

Thi d ye r Directo r

By William F. Trezevant

United Nations

SBA PRESIDENT

It was quite interesting to find out
from an alumnus o fUB Law who works in
Albany that Cornell University received
more New YorkState funding this year than
anyS.U.N.Y. school. ltwasalsointeresting
to find out that the "Hiring Freeze" was
prospective and not retrospective. Thus,
those that run the law school could have
filled the empty faculty positions ifthey had
begun the process. However, since there
was no action taken to fill those positions,
Capen (Central Administration) took the
faculty lines from the law school.
It is finally, extremely interesting to
find that there exists a pattern of facial
cooperation with students while putting
important decisions off until a time when
the students could not effectively partici
pate.
There are numerous examples, the
most recent ofwhich is the Planning Com
mitteemadeupoffacultyandstudents. This
committee is responsible for developing a
long-range plan for the law school. While
this committee has had all semester long to
meet, it has only met once. Inrecentweeks,
new meetings have been scheduled ostensi
bly to work on the task it is charged with,
however, the proposed meetings come at a
time when it is clear that students will be
swamped with school work or studying for
exams and the faculty have the lightest part
of their academic schedule. This situation
cannot produce effective student input.
We cannot overlook the series of
meetings held on the issue of the current
drop/add policyduringlastsemester'sexam
period, again an inappropriate time for ef
fective student input. Nor can we overlook
the consideration by the faculty last year,of
th�esearch � Writi!ig,Program�llfin:g
_

their final faculty meeting of the year, a week
after exams and prior to commencement cer
emonies. (This year's program was the brain
child of that meeting.)
The most striking anti-student senti
ments were the threats by thenAssociateDean
Schlegel to report law students, who were
serving on a faculty committee to the New
York State Bar Ethics Committee, if they
discussed the issues that were on the table with
anyone else.
Additionally, there was the decision to
rescind the law school's prohibition against
on-campus discrimination (which would have
barred the J.A.G. and other discriminatory
recruiters from interviewing law students on
campus). That decision "was criticized by
students as having been calculated to fall
immediately prior to the summer recess,thereby
missing the notice of most of the student
body." (" UB Presidential Nominee Has Ties
to LawSchool" by AndreaSarnmarco,Man
aging Editor,September I7 ,199 1 )
Not so recent was the procedural delays
SBA representatives encountered from the
then Provost ofthe UniversityGreiner in their
attempts to participate in the Dean Search
Committee as reported in TheOpinion, Octo
ber 1 5, 1986. While seemingly disconnected
and isolated, viewed in a continuum these
events point to a systematic dirninishment of
student concerns vis a vis faculty positions.
_ This has lead in the past to the de facto denial
of student input in important decisions.
When looking to the future of the law
school, I am fundamentally concerned about
just such adiminishment as the students ofthis
law school represent the cutting edge con
cerns, ideas, hopes and idealism which keeps
our legal community growing and dynamic.
"To criticize one's country is to pay it
a compliment and do it a service... ," so wrote

continued from page 1

Senator William J. Fulbright in his book,
TheArroganceofPower. Thesewordsring
true today regardless ofthe institution. Yet,
there is a feeling among at least some ofus
that the members of our community who
point out our collective shortcomings are
doing a disservice to the school. I am not so
pessimistic. I believe that self-evaluation
is not detrimental but desirable, an exem
plification of strength and commitment.
How would we ever know which areas to
improve, which areas to strengthen, and
which areas to get rid ofifcriticism did not
exist. Butl am not alone. Events as varied
as Watergate, the TeapotDome Scandal or
the S & L Scandal currently plaguing tax
payers today are always followed by a pe
riod ofrenewed self-examination.
Turning to our law school, it appears
to benotonlynatural, but inevitable that the
loss ofseveral distinguished professors, the
diminutionofcourseofferings,and thepro
cess of selecting a new dean would lead to
a critical look at the school, particularly
from students trained in Critical Legal,Stud
ies. All ofus are ultimately responsible for
what occurs within the walls of this build
ing. In the end,responsibility means we sit
injudgement upon ourselves.
American history is a cavalcade not
onlyofindividualismandfreedomofoppor
tunity, but of egalitarianism and cyclical
populism. But history is an enigmatic
teacher, a trickster whose only certain les
son is that the future cannot count on the
past, ... that what has "always" been true
may become irrevocably false. We can,
with the belief that tomorrow is as yet
untouched and malleable to our thoughts,
work collectively to build and create a
better school for tomorrow.

Media Ignores Cooperation Between Enemies
by Dan Harris
OnSunday,March 1 , 1992,anArabcafe
collapsed in East Jerusalem. Twenty-three
people were killed; twenty-two were injured.
The deaths and injuries are a tragedy; but the
people did not die meaningless deaths.
Arabs and Jews worked together to pull
out the dead, and rescue the living. There was
complete cooperation between the people.
Such cooperation was unprecedented in the
history oflsrael.
The combined rescue effort was men
tioned very briefly on the television news.
Articles about it were buried in the interna
tional sections o fThe New York Times and
Buffalo News. Neither newspaper viewed the
event as being important enough to make the
front page.
The event is far more important than
peoplerealize. Herearetwopeopleswhohave
fought for thousands ofyears. They have been

the

raised to hate each other. For one afternoon
these peoplewereabletolay downtheirhatred
so they could rescue the injured.
Much of the problems between these
opposing people is that they grow up in fear of
each other. The Jews constantly fear being
clown up by terrorist bombs, and at the very
leasHear having stones hurled at them. The
Palestinians have no homeland to call their
own, fear having their homes blown up, and
having Jewish settlements built in their little
comer of the world.
Both sides have legitimate complaints.
It's impossibletogetalongwith a peoplewho
youknow wanttokillyou. It'sequallyimpos
sibletogetalong with people who wantto take
away your home.
The Palestinians feel that by commit
ting acts of violence they'11 get Israel to take
them seriously. The Jews feel quite threatened
by the existing violence. Hence, they don't
wantto give the Palestinians sovereignty, for

fear of the damage that could be done to them
once the Palestinians 6Qntrol an army and

weapons.

...

Peace between Jews and Arabs is im
perative. Menachem Begin, the late Prime
Minister oflsrael recognized that fact. When
he signed the peace treaty with Egypt in 1979 ,
he said, "Why is this peace treaty so impor
tant? Our aim, our yearning and our dream is
to smash this helix o fhatred. We must sign this
because it is a human act of the highest degree." .
Menachem Begin spent most ofhis life
inthe violence ofthe seeminglyeternalArab
Israeli conflict, as did his Arabic counterpart,
the late Egyptian PresidentAnwarSadat. Both
recognized the importance of peace between
theirpeople,and were able put down their long
standing animosities.
It'snot easy establishing peace between
two populations who have only kno_.wnwarand
hatred. Virtually everyone who lives in the

lengthy debate, had just adopted a Reso lu
tion creating a new office to deal with
humanitarian assistance efforts. The de
bate centered around a key question: was
the United Nations espousing a right to
humanitarian assistance in international
law?
Chiappinelli and Garcia attempted
to answer that question by asking several of
their own. Is there any legal precedent upon
which such a right a right could rest? Did
international law differentiate between a
right to receive humanitarian assistance,
and the right to provide it? Did the new
position signal any policy change in the
United Nations? They also prepared two
casestudiesontheconcept ofhumanitarian
a�sistance in action: the plight of the Iraqi
Kurdsinthe aftermath oftheGulfWar;and
the plight of the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
At the UNA meeting, each student
gave a briefoverview ofthe issues raised in
their paper: Discussion was then turned
over to the attendees, and for the next three
hours,both students witnessed an amazing
display oflegal acumen, political finesse,
and the art of diplomacy. To encourage
candor--ofwhich there was plenty--the dis
cussion was agreed in advance to be offthe
record,so noneofit can be reproduced here.
In general, the key points of discussion
centered around whether humanitarian as
sistance was another form ofbumanitarian
intervention; whether it envisioned the use
offorceto provide aid;who could appealto
an external body for relief efforts; and
whether humanitarian assistance was an
issue for international law or for interna
tional policy.
By the end of the discussion, both
students were exhausted--but proud. ·'It
was fantastic knowing our paper was part of
such an intense debate,''saidGarcia. ''These
peop1e are me experts on me coptc, ana we
got a lot out of just being there."
Chiappinelli was equally enthusiastic. ·'It
was hard not being able to jump up and
defendeachofour points, but we were there
to hear what all the participants had to say.
I must admit I now appreciate Kruschev 's
annoying 'shoe-banging' technique ofUN
debate a little bit more. Maybe when we
address theGeneralAssembly... ''
The discussion concluded with an
agreement that the students, together with
Prof. Leary, would revise their paper to
incorporate the comments and ideasofthe
participants. The three hope to publish the
papersoon.

MiddleEasthashadafamily member who was
killed or injured as a result of the fighting.
However, peace is achievable. On Sunday,
March 1 ,Arabs and Jews proved that they are
capable ofworkingtogether. Itmayhaveonly
been for a few hours, but it's a start. A very
important start.

The Docket
Managing Your Law School Debt

Law School Commencement:

The LawSchoolCommencement willtake place onSunday,May 17,1992 at2:00p.m..
Come out and celebrate with your third year friends.

April20:
April21 :
April22:
April23:
April24:

Ecofest'92

Chalk Art, Founders Plaza
Music: Wallflower(l2 noon)
EarthDay: LouGold(7:45pm atKnox20)
BannerDay
Live Music: SaturdaySoup & Every 1 3Days

Thursday April23; 12:30p.m. Room 1 09
See a short videotape on managing law school debt; get materials on deferment,
co�solidations, etc; hear from the Financial Aid Office; ask questions ofa representative from
a major lending institution; learn more about the Loan Repayment Assistance Program here at
UB law school.

1992 Orientation
Positions are available on the following Committees no being formed
for the 1992 Orientation: Steering/Co-Chairs; Speakers/Panelist; Information
Packets; Printing/Publications; Social Activities; Housing; Small Groups;
Legal Methods Program; Fund-raising/Budget; Other.
If interested in helping out, please contact Charmagne Alabi in Rm 312
by Friday, April 24.

New York
Bar Review
urse
Summer 1991
· Emollments

Again this summer, BAR/BRI prepared more
law school graduates for the New York Bar Exam
than did all other bar review
courses combiiied.
BAR REVIEW

,

.

New York's Largest and Most Successful Bar Review Course

